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being superseded by Clerfayt. Though that change did not produce all the results which had been hoped, an improvement set in with the appointment of the Archduke Charles ; this was entirely due to the good understanding between Pitt and Thugut. These two were for a time united in a genuine co-operation. That fact alone makes it unlikely that Thugut should have sold the Austrian cypher to the French, or should have preferred his speculations In the French Funds to Austrian victories in the field. In 1797, the Austrian nobility had lost heart, the national exchequer was empty. Thugut's energy, helped by French delays, alone prevented Bonaparte entering Vienna unopposed. Even as it was, Thugut failed to avert the military collapse; the Leoben preliminaries, on iSth April 1797, gave the Netherlands to France; as a quid pro quo, Austria, out of Napoleon's Italian plunder, was to receive Venice with other territories on the Adriatic. How in this scramble England diplomatised or forced herself into Malta will presently be seen in connection with other political incidents belonging to that episode. Both the Leoben provisions and those of Campo Formio were formally ratified by, and included in the Franco-Austrian Peace of Luneville which, opening the nineteenth century, marks the final withdrawal of Austria from the struggle, the end of Pitt's second coalition against France, and the temporary retirement of Pitt himself.
Other movements of British diplomacy remain to be noticed. Meanwhile, what were the overtures to France for a general pacification made by Pitt daring the progress of the events already described ? The manifesto published by the English minister at
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